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accepted their compact, confirmed by oath in his presence, and
became Sultan.

The accession of the Dawadar to the Sultanate took place
as will be described.

[58] At this point we will return to Ashraf al-Ghuri. [The
story of al-Ghuri's advance against Ibn 'Othman, his first
success and subsequent defeat in the battle of Merj Dabek,
of the Sultan's death, and the disappearance of his body is
here repeated, which have been already told in greater detail
in pp. 41-4.]

*****

It was extraordinary that al-Ghuri was not buried at the
College on which he had spent some 100,000 dinars, thinking
that he would be buried in a fine tomb, but it was destined
to be otherwise, and he lay stretched out on the waste, the
prey of wolves and leopards. He died at about the age of
78, having reigned over Egypt and Syria for 15 years
9 months 25 days, every day of which seemed to the people
a thousand years.

As to his appearance, he was tall, bulky, big-bellied, fair-
complexioned, round-faced, sleek-eyed, and loud-voiced;
with a circular beard scarcely showing any white hair in it.
He was looked up to with awe as a king, satisfying the eyes
of all beholders with the magnificence of his pageants. Had
it not been for his tyranny and exactions, he would have been
one of the best of the Circassian Sultans, and, indeed, one of
the best of all the Sultans of Egypt. On Mondays and Thurs-
days he used to go down to the Eoyal Enclosures (for game),
and on Saturdays and Tuesdays to the Maidan. He used to go
down by Sabe Hadrat, preceded by a pair of horses with
gold saddles and gold-embroidered saddle-cloths, and he would
often make riding expeditions on Bedouin saddles and broad
stirrups, and he used to fasten a golden girth round his waist
instead of the Ba'lbec waist-band. He used to wear rings of
ruby, turquoise, emerald, diamond, and cats' eyes, and he
was addicted to smelling sweet scents, such as musk, aloes,